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The Experience… 

I tagged along last week as the Deacons of our Conference met to experience The Biblical 

History Center here in LaGrange. 

Upon arrival at the Center, I had the sense that this might be unique. Then as the tour began, I 

felt as if I had stepped into a different world—one that surely resembled the ancient world in 

which Jesus lived. As Dr. Jim Fleming shared historical truths and recent findings, providing even 

more perspective on Jesus’ time, we followed, recalling how the good news came to us all. 

And then it happened—the “First Century Meal”. We sat at table together around the period-

appropriate U-shaped tables, where we shared a delicious “dipping” meal. (Go and give it a 

try—I think you will like it.)  

Important info: For people in Jesus’ time, eating with someone was an act of reconciliation and 

forgiveness. It was a coming together in action. In particular, honor was extended to those who 

ate immediately beside the host. Jesus would have been the host on that critical night.  

As Jesus hosted his last supper on earth, just before he was crucified, he said “Truly I tell you, 

one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They began to be distressed and to 

say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one 

who is dipping bread into the bowl with me.” (Mark 14:18-20) 

Judas was not only at the table with Jesus, Jesus told us that Judas was eating right beside Him! 

Sharing a dipping bowl with Him!  

What?! Do you see the connection? The depth of betrayal was astounding! The deceit was 

Infuriating! The whole thing--Unthinkable!  

Yet Jesus had already forgiven Judas; He ate with him. He shared his bowl. Moreover, Jesus 

went on to share that sacred moment of the first Holy Communion, still with Judas. Even the 

betrayer was welcome at the table.  



As you recall the love of Jesus for Judas, even Judas, do you feel the depth of the love of Jesus 

for you? I was moved, humbled, newly amazed at the love of our Lord. It was a fresh experience 

of an ancient and eternal truth. It was more than I ever hoped from a half-day excursion!  

As we step into this new Easter season, I would invite us not so much to a Happy Easter, but to 

a fresh experience of the sacrifice of our Lord. It is the one truth that makes a Happy Easter 

possible. 

Shalom, 

Susan 

(For more information on The Biblical History Center, please visit their website at 
www.biblicalhistorycenter.com) 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Easter 

from 

The District  

Office 

http://www.biblicalhistorycenter.com/


 
 
 
 

Clergy Day Apart With Bishop Sue 

Tuesday, April 10 @ Impact UMC, 2323 Sylvan Road, East Point 
Tuesday, April 17 @ Dunwoody UMC, 1548 Mt. Vernon Road, Dunwoody 

 

All North Georgia Conference clergy are encouraged to participate in a day apart with Bishop Sue. 

Choose between Tuesday, April 10 or Tuesday, April 17. 

To prepare clergy should read and study two books: 

 The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict 
Author: Arbinger Institute 
Publisher: Ingram Publisher Services  

 Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When Stakes Are High 
Author: Ron McMillan, Kerry Patterson, Joseph Grenny 
Publisher: McGraw Hill Book Co.  

Cost is $10 per person.  

Register Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMVIM Team Leader Training 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

9:30am – 1:30pm 

Providence UMC 

For more information, contact Tom Snyder at 

tomsnyder@gmail.com 

 

 

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781626564312/the-anatomy-of-peace/
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780071775304/crucial-conversations/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=308770&


 

Clergywomen's Day Apart with Bishop Sue 
 

 

When: Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

Where: Cannon UMC 

2424 Webb Gin House Road 

Snellville, GA 30078 

About Clergywomen's Day Apart with Bishop Sue: 

HER STORY: Connecting with One Another in Suffering, Perseverance, Character and Hope 

(Romans 5: 1-5) 

 

North Georgia Conference clergywomen are invited to a day apart for worship, sharing stories, 

creative expression and fellowship on Tuesday, April 24, at Cannon UMC in Snellville.  

 

Schedule Summary 

9:30 am  Sign in and Gathering  

10 am  Opening Worship 

12 noon  Lunch 

3 pm  Sending Forth 

 

Cost for the day is $15 per person. There will be childcare by reservation for children ages birth 

through 3 years. Cost for childcare is $15 per child.  

 

Please register by April 16.  

REGISTER 
 

 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/320511


The LaGrange District is opening the door of opportunity to participate in the Bridge to El Salvador in 
2019. We are planning a mission trip to Ahuachapán, El Salvador from Feb 16 through 23, 2019.  Cost is 

approximately $1500 per person with a $100 deposit 
to reserve a spot on the team.  This will be the 
seventh year that the LaGrange District has officially 
participated in the Bridge to El Salvador.  As a 
reminder, the Bridge is primarily a district effort to 

provide small churches the opportunity to participate in mission to the world. Anyone who is affiliated with 
a LaGrange district UM church is welcome to attend.  Larger churches are encouraged to form teams of 
their own in support of the Bridge. This is also a great opportunity for Connection Groups to plan and 
prepare for a group mission experience.   

We are asking all LaGrange churches to prayerfully consider joining hearts and hands together and 

becoming mission partners with the District Bridge to El Salvador. Churches can do this in three primary 

ways - by committing to Pray for the Bridge and its mission, by committing to participate in mission trips 

with volunteers, and by committing to help pay for costs associated with the Bridge mission trips. In the 

past, several district churches have been generous in giving to the Bridge on an annual basis.  Will you 

consider adding the Bridge to El Salvador in your monthly budget?  Could your church give $50 or $100 

per month to strengthen the ties of Christian relationship between the LaGrange District churches and the 

Iglesia Evangelica Metodista en El Salvador? These funds would help allow missioners to engage in 

different projects while in El Salvador.  Your gift will also help provide scholarships in certain situations. 

If you wish to have someone come to your church and give a presentation, please contact Rev. Tommy 
Holder at tom.holder@ngumc.net 

 

Harry Denman Evangelism Award - DATE EXTENDED for Nominations 

Each year, the North Georgia Conference and many other United Methodist Conference 

honor clergy and lay persons who exhibit distinct and significant Christian Evangelism efforts 

with the Harry Denman Evangelism Award. 

Nominations 

We are accepting nominations for Clergy, Laity and Youth awards. Links to the Nomination 

Form and the Harry Denman Award brochure are below. Please complete and submit your 

nomination to Rev. Joyce Banks Gross by Friday, April 6, 2018.  Call (404) 691-5770 if you 

need assistance. 

Please use the Nomination Form provided for clergy, laity and youth.  Send it in a digital 

format (PDF or DOC file) to joyce.gross@ngumc.net on or before the extended deadline 

date: April 6, 2018. 

Nomination Form  

Additional Information 

mailto:tom.holder@ngumc.net
mailto:joyce.gross@ngumc.net
http://northga-email.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/connectionalministries/denman+award+nomination+form+-+2018.pdf
https://www.ngumc.org/denmanaward


District Committee Meetings: 
 
The District Nominating Committee will be meeting on Monday, April 9 to fill vacancies for the 
various district committees and boards for the coming appointment year.  Most committees are 
made up of both clergy and laity.  If you are a laity interested in serving on a committee, please 
submit your name to your pastor along with the committee you are interested in.  Pastors, 
please forward names of laity to the district office along with any interest you may having in 
serving.  Committees will be presented at the District Meeting on Sunday, June 3. 
 
The District Church Development Committee will be meeting on Thursday, May 10 (date 
change not yet confirmed).  Churches are reminded that you must have district approval for any 
construction project, major renovations, buying or selling property.  If your church needs to 
appear before this committee, please notify the District Office no later than May 1.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Events at Lake Junaluska 
Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center in North Carolina recently received over $400,000 
to renovate youth and young adult facilities.  Many of these improvements will be complete in 
time for their summer activities.  For more information, visit their website at 
www.lakejunaluska.com.   

 

 

 

Secretaries Breakfast 
 

Thursday, April 26, 8:00am 
Newnan Cracker Barrel 

 
All church secretaries, administrative assistants, financial or 

membership secretaries, and other administrative personnel are 
invited to join Susan and Denise for an informal time of food and 

fellowship.  RSVP to Denise, lagrdo@bellsouth.net 
 

Pre-Conference Briefing and District Conference 

Sunday, June 3, 3:00pm at the 

Newnan Korean Church 

Delegate handbooks and information about Annual Conference will be 

distributed. 

Lay Servants and members of district committees will be recognized. 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/
mailto:lagrdo@bellsouth.net


March 30 – District Office closed for Good Friday 
April 2-8 – District Mission Trip to El Salvador 
April 9 – District Nominating Committee, District Office, 7pm 
April 10 – Bishop’s Day Apart, Impact UMC 
April 16-18 – Cabinet Meeting 
April 17 – Bishop’s Day Apart, Dunwoody UMC 
April 19 – District Youth Worker Lunch, Shane’s BBQ, Newnan, 12 noon 
April 23 – District Connection Group Leaders Meeting, District Office, 2:00pm 
April 24 – Clergy Women’s Day Apart, Cannon UMC 
April 26 – Secretaries Breakfast, Newnan Cracker Barrel, 8am 
 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to the following pastors celebrating birthdays in 

April: 

3  -  John Tomlin   14 – Martina Bober 

9  -  Nelson Furtado   18 – Michael Cain 

14 – Daniel Kim    


