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A Great View 

Louis and I were blessed to visit the Holy Land last month. It was the trip of a lifetime. Our first night 

there, we discovered our hotel had one of the most beautiful views found anywhere in the town of 

Bethlehem. What an unexpected treat it was to look out the window and see traditional architecture 

unique to the town where Jesus was born. What a view!  

Later in the week, we stood on the Mt. of Olives, in the Garden of Gethsemane. As we looked over the 

valley to see the city of Jerusalem up on the hill before us, our guide said “This was the view that Jesus 

had as he journeyed to the cross.” We recalled together the scripture, Luke 19:31 and following, “  As he 

came near and saw the city, he wept over it,  saying, “If you, even you, had only recognized on this day 

the things that make for peace!”  

Jesus had a unique view, as the son of God. He saw the world as it was, and also as it could be. He knew 

that peace was possible if we could have recognized the things that make for peace. But we didn’t. And 

we don’t, revealing that our view is incredibly limited.  

Nonetheless, Jesus holds the big picture for us. He sees what we cannot, and still allows us room to 

choose greater vision, or to insist on our own, diminished version. Will we invite him to help us see the 

broader view, the spiritual view? The view for peace and love? Or will we refuse to recognize his view as 

the best of all? 

My prayer is that we will choose the spiritual view, and show it, demonstrating the peace of Christ 

everywhere and especially in our churches. As you know, many new people will come seeking something 

at our churches on Easter. What will they see? What view will they have? 

Let’s make sure that they see a fresh and clean house of God (perhaps because we had a church clean-up 

day)! 

Let’s show them that we are glad they are home (because everyone needs a place to belong)! 

Let’s ensure they remember that the UMC cares (by welcoming them warmly, and perhaps even putting a 

gift in their hands)!  

Lastly, let’s help them to have a great view (even if we need to give up our own seats for it to happen)! 

Susan 

 



Clergy Day Apart With Bishop Sue 

Tuesday, April 10 @ Impact UMC, 2323 Sylvan Road, East Point 
Tuesday, April 17 @ Dunwoody UMC, 1548 Mt. Vernon Road, Dunwoody 

 

All North Georgia Conference clergy are encouraged to participate in a day apart with Bishop Sue. 

Choose between Tuesday, April 10 or Tuesday, April 17. 

To prepare clergy should read and study two books: 

 The Anatomy of Peace: Resolving the Heart of Conflict 
Author: Arbinger Institute 
Publisher: Ingram Publisher Services  

 Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When Stakes Are High 
Author: Ron McMillan, Kerry Patterson, Joseph Grenny 
Publisher: McGraw Hill Book Co.  

Cost is $10 per person.  

Register Here 

 

Retired Clergy Invited to Spring Day Apart with Bishop Sue 

North Georgia Conference retired clergy are invited to a Spring Day Apart with Bishop Sue Haupert-
Johnson. The event will be March 27 at Glisson Camp and Retreat Center. This will be time for 
retirees to see spring come to life at our camp and retreat center in the beautiful mountains of North 
Georgia. 
 
Cost is $15 per person and includes activities, lunch in the new 
dining hall, and bus transportation for those who would like to 
travel together. Busses will depart from the following areas: 
 
Decatur - Oak Grove UMC 
Griffin - McDonough First UMC 
LaGrange/South Atlanta - Jonesboro First UMC 
Athens - Athens First UMC 
Covington/Augusta - Covington First UMC 
 
The Day Apart begins at 10:30 a.m. and concludes with transportation departing at 3:15 p.m. 
Spouses or friends are welcome. Retirees and their guests must register and pay online to attend. 
 
Register at https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=290390& 

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781626564312/the-anatomy-of-peace/
https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9780071775304/crucial-conversations/
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=308770&
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=290390&
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=290390&


Safe Place at Newnan FUMC is a Christian support group for female survivors of sexual 

abuse.  Please see registration info below.  Also, members of the leadership team (all survivors) are 

available to speak to a group at your church.  Contact Rev. JoAn Kinrade for more info.   

This group offers a sanctuary where women can be heard and experience hope, healing, and restoration. 

Many victims of sexual abuse keep the secrets, shame and guilt hidden. Safe Place offers women a 

confidential opportunity to share as much or as little as they would like, while realizing they are not alone. 

It is our hope that each participant be able to experience the unconditional love and acceptance and the 

grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. 

The Spring 12-week session begins Tuesday, March 6, at 6:30pm.  Another session will be offered in 

September 2018.  Contact Rev. JoAn Kinrade with any questions: 770.253.7400 (x204) 

jkinrade@newnanfumc.org 

TO SIGN UP: Visit newnanfumc.org and click the banner (NOTE: Your signup will only go to 
Rev. JoAn Kinrade) or contact her directly. 

  
  
 
 
    
   
The February mission team from the district has returned from El Salvador and the second team 
will be leaving April 2.  While in El Salvador, the team was able to help with the groundbreaking 
for the new school.  The LaGrange District was very instrumental in funding the purchase of the 
land for this new school, so it was a great honor for the team to be there for that special 
occasion.  In addition to helping build a fence around the new property and other construction 
work, the team put together packages of food, which they distributed throughout 
neighborhoods in Ahuachapan.  A third team is being formed to go to El Salvador August 18-25.  
Anyone interested in participating should send a $100 deposit to the district office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

tel:(770)%20253-7400
mailto:jkinrade@newnanfumc.org
http://newnanfumc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adam Hamilton Speaking at Dunwoody UMC 

On March 13 at 7 p.m. Adam Hamilton, pastor of the Church of the 

Resurrection in Kansas, will be at Dunwoody UMC for the official release of his 

book “UNAFRAID - Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times.” In 

UNAFRAID, Hamilton helps readers understand some of the most common 

fears we wrestle with, differentiate between those things we should fear and 

false or exaggerated fears, and find ways to cope with our fears that lead us to 

live with hope. The book also helps readers identify and counter their fears in 

key areas of threat: crime, race, terrorism, politics, failure, disappointing 

others, insignificance, loneliness, change, and finances, and the perennial fears of growing old and death.  

Registration and Additional Information: 

Dunwoody UMC Registration Page:  http://dunwoodyumc.org/index.php/unafraid.html 

Adam Hamilton’s Website: http://www.adamhamilton.org/news/tour 

Facebook event link:  https://www.facebook.com/events/352674645199567/ 

March 1 – District Strategic Growth Committee meets, Peachtree City UMC, 10am 
March 1, 8, 15, & 22 – Lay Servant Classes, St. Mary UMC, 6-9pm 
March 15 – Youth Worker Lunch, Buffalo Wild Wings, Newnan, 12 noon 
March 19-21 – Cabinet Meeting 
March 30 – District Office closed for Good Friday 
April 2-8 – District Mission Trip to El Salvador 

Scholarship Information 

The United Methodist Federal Credit Union offers a $1000 scholarship to credit union 

members aged 18-35 who are attending college or graduate school. 

Deadline to submit an application is April 30 and information can be found on their 

website at www.unitedmethodistcu.com. 

Additional scholarship information is available on the website for the GA UM Commission 

on Higher Education & Campus Ministry, www.gahied.com  

 

http://dunwoodyumc.org/index.php/unafraid.html
http://www.adamhamilton.org/news/tour
https://www.facebook.com/events/352674645199567/
http://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/
http://www.gahied.com/


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Please visit our district website at www.ngumc.org/lagr where you will find even more 

information about district and conference activities.  And “Like” us on Facebook! (The 

LaGrange District) 

You are welcome to post videos or information about events at your church on our 

Facebook page. 

 
 

Happy Birthday to the following pastors in the district celebrating 

birthdays in March: 

5  -  Allyson Lawrence 8  -  Jairo Gay  17 – Jim Dixon 

6  -  Jimmy Hearn 8  -  Adam Roberts 25 – John Evans 

7  -  John Turlington 14 – Sungwon Nam 25 – Herb Flanders 

http://www.ngumc.org/lagr

